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May 23, 2013 
 
The Honorable Patrick Leahy 
United States Senate 
Chair of Appropriations Subcommittee on State, Foreign Operations,  
and Related Programs -  
437 Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510-4502 
 
 
Dear Senator Leahy. 
 
We, the leaders and members of faith-based, Filipino-American, labor, and human rights organizations 
concerned with the on-going human rights crisis faced by our friends and colleagues in the Philippines’ 
civil society, wish to express our concern regarding the proposed Foreign Military Financing (FMF) for 
the Philippines in the FY 2014 Appropriations for State, Foreign Operations, and Related Programs.  
While the Government of the Philippines has stated it is taking steps to reduce extra-judicial executions 
(EJE) and enforced disappearances by military personnel and paramilitary units trained and armed by the 
military, new cases have been reported and impunity for these crimes continues. Human Rights NGOs in 
the Philippines reported many hundreds of cases of extrajudicial executions in the last decade (137 
killings under the Aquino administration since 2010), enforced disappearances remain unresolved, and 
new cases continue to be reported.  Human rights defenders, labor leaders, environmentalists, and 
members of other legal organizations are frequently vilified by the military and paramilitary forces as 
“enemies of the state” or members of the New Peoples’ Army.  
  
A failure to prosecute military personnel accused of human rights violations and those under their 
command has been a consistent pattern of the Philippine government.  The most notorious example is the 
case of Retired Major General Jovito Palparan, Commander for the Armed Forces of the Philippines 
(AFP) 7th Division.  He has remained a fugitive since 2011 in connection with his alleged involvement in 
the kidnapping and disappearance of two University of the Philippines students in 2006.  While he avoids 
arrest, junior officers under his command have not been charged or investigated as allegations of human 
rights abuses by this division have continued.   
 
When President Aquino ran for election in 2010 he promised to rescind Executive Order (EO) 546, which 
in the guise of arming police auxiliaries to assist in the fight against insurgents, provides automatic rifles 
to private armies of politicians and private business interests.  Instead the government has continued the 
program under EO546, and empowered the AFP and paramilitary units to assist business interests 
including mining companies. A recent hearing on the killing of 4 members of B’laan tribe in Mindanao, 
who were active against the proposed large Tampakan copper-gold mine being developed by Sagittarius 
Mines Inc. (SMI) –Xstrata, disclosed that SMI-Xstrata has men on their payroll who are paramilitaries 
armed by, and under the nominal command of, the AFP.   
 
The State Department Human Rights Report for 2012 lists  “leading human rights problems”, which 
include “continued arbitrary, unlawful, and extrajudicial killings by national, provincial, and local 
government agents” and describes the growing problem of the killing of indigenous people active against 
the activities of mining companies.  In September 2012, Human Rights Watch issued a statement to the 
UN Human Rights Council Universal Periodic Review of the Philippines regarding human rights 



violations of indigenous peoples, who are being targeted by paramilitary units under the command of the 
Philippine military.  In part they said: 
 
“Indigenous communities frequently bear the brunt of human rights abuses in the Philippines because 
they often live in conflict areas between the NPA and the government and where extractive industries 
such as mining are fought over. Although abuses targeting tribal Filipinos have been reported for decades, 
there has been a noticeable increase in the past year of attacks directed at them or their supporters. Almost 
no perpetrators have been convicted. Impunity persists in part due to inadequate criminal investigations 
and witness protection schemes, a lack of political will to ensure effective prosecutions, and lengthy 
delays in court proceedings.” 
 
The AFP and paramilitary forces carry US made arms. We wonder how many of the arms used in 
committing human rights abuses were supplied under US aid programs, like FMF. 
 
In the six years since the military sanctions were put in place by the Congress, we've seen continued 
widespread abuses by the military and the utter failure of civilian authorities to successfully prosecute 
military officials like Palparan and those who worked under him. Therefore, the time has come for the US 
Government to take stronger, more serious action than the tiny amount of sanctions currently already 
contained in our laws and we call on Congress to ensure that all of our FMF funding is subject to robust 
implementation of the conditions provided for in the statute as a necessary precaution to prevent the US 
from being complicit, either directly or indirectly, in the on-going human rights crisis that impacts 
Filipino families, both in the US and the Philippines. Therefore, FMF funds may not be obligated unless 
the Secretary of State reports in writing to the Appropriations Committee that: 

• The Government of the Philippines is taking effective steps to prosecute those responsible for 
EJEs and enforced disappearances and strengthen government institutions working to eliminate 
EJEs and enforced disappearances;  

• The Government of the Philippines is implementing a policy of promoting military personnel 
who demonstrate professionalism and respect for human rights, and is investigating, prosecuting, 
and punishing military personnel and others who have been credibly alleged to have violated such 
rights; and  

• The Philippine military, and paramilitary groups under its control, are not engaging in acts of 
violence or intimidation against journalists or members of legal organizations and indigenous 
communities who advocate for human rights. 

 
Furthermore, we call for beefed up enforcement of the Leahy Law to ensure that any Philippine military 
official who benefits from our International Military Education and Training (IMET) program did not 
serve directly under General Palparan or any other military officer credibly alleged to have committed 
human right violations.  
 
Finally, we ask that Congress ensure that any military assistance provided through the IMET program 
prioritize first and foremost education on how to implement effective human rights accountability at all 
levels of the military". 
 
Sincerely yours, 
 
The undersigned (see attached 7 pages).  Organizational affiliations included for identification. 
 
cc Senator Dick Durbin 
Senator Barbara Boxer



James E. Winkler  
General Secretary 
General Board of Church and Society 
The United Methodist Church 
 
Cathy Feingold,  
Director of International Affairs, 
AFL-CIO 
 
Amy Woolam Echeverria 
Director 
Columban Center for Advocacy and Outreach 
Missionary Society of St. Columban 
Washington DC 
 
Jean Ross, RN, 
Co-president 
National Nurses United 
 
Rev. James Moos 
Executive Minister, 
Wider Church Ministries 
United Church of Christ 
Cleveland, Ohio 
 
Rebecca C. Asedillo 
Executive Secretary, Asia Pacific 
General Board of Global Ministries 
The United Methodist Church 
New York, New York 
  
Rev. Dr. Elizabeth S. Tapia 
Director of Mission Theology 
General Board of Global Ministries 
The United Methodist Church 
New York, New York 
  
Bernadette Ellorin 
Chairperson, BAYAN-USA 
New York, New York 
 
Rev. Michael Neuroth 
Policy Advocate for International Issues 
United Church of Christ, 
Justice and Witness Ministries 
Washington DC 
 
Derek N. Duncan 
Associate for Global Advocacy and Education 
Global Ministries of the  
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)  
and United Church of Christ 
Cleveland Ohio 
 

Bishop Eliezer M. Pascua, Pastor  
Philippine American Ecumenical Church 
United Church of Christ  
Chicago, Illinois 
 
Bishop Valentin Lorejo Jr. 
Philippine Independent church 
Diocese of Tampa (Eastern USA & Eastern 
Canada) 
Chicago, Illinois 
 
The Rev. Primitivo C. Racimo  
Priest-in-Charge  
St. Margaret of Scotland Episcopal Church  
Chicago, Illinois 
 
Sr. Elizabeth Pedernal, MSCS 
Provincial Counselor and Provincial Secretary 
Adviser - LSM Fatima Group 
Missionary Sisters of St. Charles Borromeo, 
Scalabrinians 
Melrose Park, Illinois 
 
Bishop Robert Ilay 
Bishop, Diocese of Eastern USA and Eastern 
Canada, Philippine Independent Church 
Priest, Cathedral of Jesus of Nazareth, 
Philippine Independent Church 
Tampa, Florida 
 
Melissa Roxas 
Filipino-American Survivor of Enforced 
Disappearance and Torture 
California 
 
Rev. Dr. Bernard C. Bassig 
Senior Pastor 
Cosmopolitan United Church of Christ 
NTA / South Central Conference UCC 
and National Treasurer 
Pacific Islander Asian American Ministries, 
UCC 
 
Thomas G. Kemper 
General Secretary 
General Board of Global Ministries 
The United Methodist Church 
New York, New York 
 
Fr. Justino Estoque Jr. 
Holy Family Catholic Church 
Diocese of Houma-Thibodaux 
Dulac, Louisiana 
 



 
Mark W. Harrison, Program Director 
General Board of Church and Society 
The United Methodist Church 
Washington DC 
 
Rev. Michael Yoshii 
Buena Vista United Methodist Church 
United Methodist Church California- 
Nevada Annual Conference 
Co-Chair Philippine Task Force 
Alameda, California 
  
Sr. Elizabeth Pedernal, MSCS 
Provincial Counselor and Provincial Secretary 
Adviser - LSM Fatima Group 
Missionary Sisters of St. Charles Borromeo, 
Scalabrinians 
Melrose Park, Illinois 
 
Rev. Roger N. Pohl 
Philippine Partnership Committee 
Michigan Conference United Church of Christ 
Ypsilanti, Michigan 
 
Rev. Jeanelle Ablola' 
United Methodist Church California- 
Nevada Annual Conference 
Co-Chair Philippine Task Force 
Alameda, California 
 
Karen Kulm, Chair 
Justice & Witness Ministry Team  
Central Pacific Conference  
United Church of Christ 
Portland Oregon 
 
Rev Sam Dado, Associate Pastor 
Philippine American Ecumenical Church 
United Church of Christ  
Chicago, Illinois 
 
Rev. Maxwell Codillo, 
Mont Clare United Church of Christ 
Chicago, Illinois 
 
Rev. Larry S. Emery 
Metlakatla Presbyterian Church 
Metlakatla, Alaska 
 
Fr. Justino Estoque Jr. 
Holy Family Catholic Church 
Diocese of Houma-Thibodaux 
Dulac, Louisiana 

 
The Rev. Primitivo C. Racimo  
Priest-in-Charge  
St. Margaret of Scotland Episcopal Church  
Chicago, Illinois 
 
Ms. Laddie Perez-Galang, Chairperson 
Western Jurisdiction Inter-Ethnic Coordinating 
Committee 
Western Jurisdiction  
Asian American Coordinating Committee 
Berkeley, California 
 
Rev. Richard and Eunice Poethig 
Presbyterian ministers (retired) 
Presbytery of Chicago. 
Chicago, Illinois 
 
Valerie Francisco, PhD 
National Chairperson, GABRIELA-USA 
San Francisco, California 
 
Rev. Dr. Israel Alvaran 
Vice Chair 
National Ecumenical Forum for Filipino 
Concerns 
San Francisco, California 
 
Rev. Charles Buck 
Conference Minister 
Hawaii Conference United Church of Christ 
Honolulu, Hawaii 
 
Terrence Valen 
President 
National Alliance for Filipino Concerns 
San Francisco, California 
 
Rev. Susan Conrad 
Minister, Unitarian Universalist Minister and 
Hospital Chaplain 
Oakland, California 
  
Rev. Dr. Eleazar S. Fernandez 
Professor of Theology 
United Theological Seminary of the Twin Cities 
New Brighton, Minnesota 
 
Rev. Angelito and Emma Samson 
Resurrection United Methodist Church 
Chesapeake, Virginia 
  



 
Rev. Ruth Cortez 
Minister, United Methodist Church (retired) 
Hayward, California 
 
Rev. Judy Jahnke 
Retired United Church of Christ pastor 
Ann Arbor, Michigan 
 
Rev. Glen N. Herrington-Hall  
Director of Admissions 
United Theological Seminary  
of the Twin Cities  
Global Partnership Team 
Minnesota Conference of the UCC  
St. Paul, Minnesota 
 
Elsa Batica, Co-Chair 
Filipino American Women's Network- 
Minnesota 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 
 
Valerie Francisco, PhD 
National Chairperson, GABRIELA-USA 
San Francisco, California 
 
Paul R. Bloom, Ph.D. 
Co-Chair, Human Rights Committee 
Philippine Study Group of Minnesota 
St. Paul, Minnesota  
 
Ligaya McGovern, Ph.D. 
Professor 
Indiana University 
Kokomo, Indiana 
 
Meg Layese 
Coordinator 
Philippine Study Group of Minnesota 
St. Paul, Minnesota 
 
Rev. Kathryn Nelson   
Pastor of Peace United Church of Christ,  
Duluth, MN 
 
Eppie F. Encabo 
Immediate Past Moderator of National 
PAAM UCC (Pacific Islander and  
Asian American Ministries of the  
United Church of Christ)  
South San Francisco, California  
 
 
 

George Baladjay, Moderator 
Elk Grove Congregational Church 
Elk Grove, California 
 
 
 
Rev. Dr. Mary Susan Gast 
Chair, Northern California Chapter 
National Ecumenical Forum for Filipino 
Concerns 
Benicia, California 
 
Rev. Dr. Israel Alvaran 
Vice Chair 
National Ecumenical Forum for Filipino 
Concerns 
San Francisco, California 
 
Kira Rabut Azzam 
Secretary  
National Ecumenical Forum for Filipino 
Concerns 
Hayward, California 
 
Coleen Rowley 
Women Against Military Madness  
Minneapolis Minnesota 
 
Jeanelle Nicolas Ablola 
Lead Pastor,  
Pine United Methodist Church 
San Francisco, CA, 
 
Rev. John Clark Pegg, 
Retired Pastor 
Peace United Church of Christ 
Duluth, Minnesota 
 
Rev. Kathryn Nelson 
Lead Pastor 
Peace United Church of Christ 
Duluth, Minnesota 
 
Rev. Dr. Karen Smith Sellers 
Conference Minister 
Minnesota Conference United Church of Christ 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 
 
Rev. Geoffrey Black 
General Minister and President 
United Church of Christ 



 
Katrina Abarcar 
Coordinator 
Katarungan: Committee for Peace, Justice, and 
Human Rights in the Philippines 
Owings Mills, Maryland 
 
Brian Campbell 
International Labor Rights Forum  
Washington, DC  
 
Tim and Linda McGloin 
Ecumenical Advocacy Network on the 
Philippines 
Durham, North Carolina 
 
Nelly Gonzales 
President, Pilipino Association of Workers and 
Immigrants - Silicon Valley 
San Jose, California 
  
Rev. Susan Conrad 
Minister, Unitarian Universalist Minister and 
Hospital Chaplain 
Oakland, California 
  
Rev. Angelito and Emma Samson 
Resurrection United Methodist Church 
Chesapeake, Virginia 
  
Rev. Ruth Cortez 
Minister, United Methodist Church (retired) 
Hayward, California 
  
Jerry and Irma Bolick 
240 Santa Clara St. 
Brisbane, California 
  
Rev. Carrie L. Buckner 
Presbyterian Church, USA 
Oakland, California 
  
Eleanor Yackel 
People of Faith Peacemakers 
Minneapolis Minnesota 
 
Rev. Julia Brown Karimu 
President, Division of Overseas Ministries, 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 
Co-Executive, Global Ministries of the Christian 
Church (Disciples of Christ) and United Church 
of Christ 
  
 

Rev. Dennis Duhaylungsod 
Minister, Steadfast Covenant Community 
Church 
San Leandro, California 
 
Rev. Sandra Richards 
First United Methodist Church of Los Angeles 
Los Angeles, California 
 
Atty. Alberto Mendoza 
Filipino Caucus 
Los Angeles, California 
 
Shalom Lorenzana and Joy Prim 
Filipino American Health Workers’ Association 
Long Beach, California 
 
Jessica Antonio 
Secretary General, BAYAN USA 
San Jose, California 
 
Juanita Salvador-Burris, Ph.D. 
Former Coordinator,  
Filipino Human Rights Coalition of Chicago 
Chicago, Illinois 
 
Rose Dominguez 
Finance Officer 
Anakbayan Los Angeles 
Los Angeles, California 
 
Rev. David Farley 
Pastor, Echo Park United Methodist Church 
Los Angeles, California 
 
Rhondalei Gabuat 
Pin@y sa Seattle 
Seattle, Washington 
 
Adam Shaw 
Young Adult Missionary 
Global Ministries 
United Methodist Church 
Los Angeles, California 
 
Eirish Sison 
Vice Chairperson, League of Filipino Students - 
San Francisco State University 
San Francisco, California 



 
Waldemar Kintana 
Alay ng Kultura 
Seattle, Washington 
 
Patti Conner - Lay Minister/ 
Board Member of the South Hayard Parrish 
South Hayward Unite Methodist Church  
Hayward, CA  
 
Kayla DeLos Reyes 
Deputy Secretary General,  
Anakbayan-Los Angeles 
Los Angeles California 
 
Theresa Jaranilla, 
Chair, Anakbayan Los Angeles 
Long Beach, California 
 
Jewelle Dela Cruz 
Anakbayan Los Angeles 
Los Angeles, California 
 
Tam Austin 
Youth Leader 
Alameda, California 
 
Ryth Mendez 
Anakbayan San Diego 
San Diego, California 
 
Wendy Horikoshi 
Member, Buena Vista, United Methodist Church 
Alameda, California 
 
Kathleen Gutierrez 
Anakbayan East Bay 
Oakland California 
 
Armael Malinis 
Anakbayan East Bay 
Berkeley, California 
 
Rev. Emily Lin 
Chinese Community United Methodist Church 
Oakland, California 
 
J. Luis Buktaw 
Rosewood Advocacy Ministry and 
UMC CAL-PAC Philippine Solidarity Taskforce 
Los Angeles, California 
 
 
 

Rev. Dennis Duhaylungsod 
Minister, Steadfast Covenant Community 
Church 
San Leandro, California 
 
Megan Zapanta 
Anakbayan East Bay, Sec Gen 
Oakland, California 
 
Owen Li 
Oakland, California 
Sandra Sunshine Williams 
School of the Americas Watch –LA 
Los Angeles, California 
 
Nicole Manzana 
Anakbayan East bay 
Union City, California 
 
Jonathan Melegrito 
Communications Director,  
National Federation of Filipino American 
Associations (NaFFAA) 
Kensington, Maryland 
  
Robert McCauley 
Organizer, National Union of Healthcare 
Workers 
Emeryville, California 
 
 Jose Arcellena 
Co-chairs, Church and Society Committee 
Buena Vista United Methodist Church 
Alameda, California 
 
Rev. Ruth Batausa 
Union Theological seminary 
New York City, NY 
 
John Avalos 
Member, San Francisco Board of Supervisors 
San Francisco, California 
 
Antonio Dorono 
Board Chair, Filipino Migrant Center 
Long Beach, California 
 
Pyxie Castillo 
Deputy Secretary General, League of Filipino 
Students 
San Francisco, California 



Jerry Clarito 
Former Director 
Filipino Civil Rights Advocates 
Chicago, Illinois 
 
Daz Lamparaz 
President, San Francisco Chapter of Asian 
Pacific American Labor Alliance (APALA) 
San Francisco, California 
 
Justine Santos 
Education Officer, Anakbayan East Bay 
Oakland, California 
  
Jean Reynolds 
Convener, California-Nevada Annual 
Conference Chapter 
Methodist Federation for Social Action 
Richmond, California 
 
Janet McKeithen 
President, 
California-Pacific Chapter 
Methodist Federation for Social Action 
Los Angeles, California 
 
Rev. Federico Ranches 
Senior Minister 
Filipino American United Church of Christ 
Fremont, California 
 
Maricon Malimban 
League of Filipino Students 
San Francisco, California 
 
Nikole Cababa 
Anakbayan Los Angeles 
Los Angeles, California 
 
Jedi Jimenez 
Cultural Officer, Anakbayan LA 
Los Angeles, California 
  
Nicole Salde 
Philippine Solidarity Task Force 
Cal-Nevada Conference 
Hayward, California 
 
Rev. Frank Wulf 
Pastor, United University Church 
Los Angeles, California 
 
 
 

Rev. Elmar De Ocera 
South Hayward UMC 
Hayward, California 
  
Kathryn Poethig, Ph.D. 
California State University Monterey Bay 
Seaside, California 
 
Nelly Gonzales 
President, Pilipino Association of Workers and 
Immigrants - Silicon Valley 
San Jose, California 
  
Jerry and Irma Bolick 
240 Santa Clara St. 
Brisbane, California 
  
Rev. Carrie L. Buckner 
Presbyterian Church, USA 
Oakland, California 
 
Jorge Emmanuel, PhD 
President, E & ER Group 
Hercules, California 
 
Nerissa N. Allegretti 
Executive Director 
Fellowship for Filipino Migrants-FFM 
Lincolnwood, Illinois 
 
Coordinator 
Lay Scalabrinian Missionaries-USA  
MSCS Provincial House, 
Melrose Park, Illinois 
 
Rev. Digna Campanano 
Chaplain, Good Shepherd Advocate Hospital 
Barrington, Illinois 
  
Kuusela Hilo 
Country Coordinator 
International League of Peoples’ Struggles – US 
Los Angeles, CA 
 
Katie Joaquin 
California Domestic Workers Coalition 
Oakland, California 



 
Joi Barrios-Leblanc, Lecturer 
Filipino Literature 
UC Berkeley 
Berkeley, CA 
 
Dr. Peter Chua 
Chair, Critical Filipino and Filipina Studies 
Collective 
San Jose State University 
San Jose, CA 
 
Honor Nono 
Peoples’ Association of Workers and 
Immigrants- East Bay 
Oakland, California 
 
Rev. Dr. Felicisimo S. Cao 
Wayside United Methodist Church 
Vallejo, California 
 
Jean Sacking 
Christian Education Director 
Mont Clare United Church of Christ 
Chicago, Illinois 
 
Rev. Marcelo Rivera (Retired Minister)) 
Philippine American Ecumenical Church 
United Church of Christ 
Chicago, Illinois  
 
Karl James Villarmea 
Chicago Theological Seminary 
Chicago, Illinois 
 
Rev. Abel Amago (Retired Minister) 
Willow Creek Community Church 
South Barrington, Illinois 
 
Rev. Leo Constantino (Retired Minister) 
Cosmopolitan United Church 
Melrose Park, Illinois 
 
Ed Vergara 
Committee on Pilipino Issues  
Chicago Illinois 
 


